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Dance Rockers Electric Six Coming To Amigos
MEAGEN THOMAS

SASKATOON, SK — If Saskatoon 
fans are looking forward to seeing 
sextet rockers Electric Six again at 
Amigos, frontman and lead vocalist 
Tyler Spencer, aka Dick Valentine, 
says the feeling is mutual.

“We were there last year and I’ve 
got to say that our gig at Amigos 
was about my favourite show dur-
ing our entire Canadian tour, maybe 
the entire year,” says Valentine.

“The crowd brought this amaz-

ing energy and that always makes 
the show better. We love Saskatoon 
and Amigos, and we’re really ex-
cited to be going back.”

Another reason to love Electric 
Six: you could set your watch to 
their album releases. 

Every year since 2005 we’ve 
been treated to a brand-spankin’ 
new studio effort, and each sub-
sequent record demonstrates the 
rock group’s key to staying fresh 

— reinvention.
The Detroit-based group 

dropped Kill in 2009, which was 

arguably their heaviest release at 
the time. 

That status didn’t last long, how-
ever, as one year later Electric Six 
brought out Zodiac — a dynamic 
and innovative collection of songs 
that is their most experimental stu-
dio album to date.

Talented writer Valentine doesn’t 
take himself too seriously, and it 
shows with lines such as “I am God’s 
love, baby! I’m Courtney Love, baby! 
Who the Hell are you!?” in the dance 
number “Jam It in the Hole.”

Electric Six will be hitting Ami-
gos’ on March 17th. 

done before; a lot of it was new to all 
of the dancers. It took a while to pick 
up the style and movement quality. 
[Contemporary dance] uses differ-
ent muscles so we were all quite 
sore at first. I find it very expressive 
and freeing. 

MT: How did 
you get the role of 
Alice? 

JL: Shaun did 
a workshop with 
some of the dancers at the end 
of the last season and then took 
small group to the music and dance 
festival in Saint-Sauveur, Quebec. I 
wasn’t told directly that I’d be Alice 
then, but throughout rehearsals 
I realized this was the character I 
was going to play. The big differ-
ent between core and lead roles is 
there is so much more acting and 

character work that you don’t do 
as a core dancer. It’s been a great 
challenge and I really enjoy that. 

MT: That sounds like it was quite 
the experience — what other chal-
lenges did the role present? 

I really think 
I’ve had to study 
movement qual-
ity in a different 
way than I would 
with ballet. Be-

cause of Shaun’s movement, I 
have to dance bigger and fuller. 
Also, everyone in this production 
is larger-than-life characters but I’m 
supposed to be a normal person. 
Even the way I hold my hands — be-
cause there’s certain way you do it 
in ballet — has to very normal, and 
so does the way you act and react 
to what’s happening around you.

MEAGEN THOMAS

The world-renowned Royal Win-
nipeg Ballet is bringing a new vi-
sion of Lewis Carroll’s classic Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland to the 
stage. Company dancer Jacelyn 
Lobay stars as Alice, and sat down 
with Verb to talk about this all-new, 
ground-breaking show. 

Meagen Thomas: What changes 
can we expect in the company’s ad-
aptation, Wonderland?

Jacelyn Lobay: Wonderland is 
not a classic version of the Alice in 
Wonderland stories, it’s a more con-
temporary ballet choreographed by 
Shaun Hounsell. I think it’s going to 
be really different than anything 
people have seen before; there 
are projections, soundscapes, the 
orchestration is amazing. It’s going 
to be an incredible experience.

MT: What’s the ballet’s premise? 
JL: It’s about Alice, who goes 

back to Wonderland but she’s an 
adult now. The idea is that she is 
revisiting it but doesn’t remember 
her time there before. The other 
characters remember [Alice] and 
she rediscovers [Wonderland] all 
over again. [T]hey’ve been waiting 
for her to return so that they can 
start again from where they left off. 

MT: How did you prepare for the 
role?

JL: It’s very challenging to dance, 
a lot of the movement is very con-
temporary and was stuff we hadn’t 

Five Qs: Ballet Star Lobay
Lead Dancer Talks Alice In Wonderland Adaptation

“[I]t’s going to be really 
different than anything 
people have seen…”

-Jacelyn Lobay
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Jacelyn Lobay stars as Alice in Royal Winnipeg Ballet’s Wonderland
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“We love Saskatoon and 
Amigos, and we’re really 
excited to be going back.”

-Dick Valentine

Taliban Destruction Depicted At Kenderdine
MEAGEN THOMAS

SASKATOON, SK — Bamiyan, an 
exhibition showing at the Kend-
erdine Art Gallery from now until 
March 18th, is the joint creative en-
deavour of Vancouver-based artist 
Jayce Salloum and Afghan-Hazara 

artist Khadim Ali. 
Bamiyan,  which translates 

roughly to the heart that has no 
love/pain/generosity is not a heart, 
depicts what the two artists saw 
and documented during their April 
2008 sojourn to the Bamiyan Valley 
in central Afghanistan.

“We tried to get a sense of what 
life on the ground was like there as 
opposed to what we hear about: 
how people live, survive, how they 
view their position, how they view 
foreign troops,” says Salloum. 

In March 2001 the Taliban 

bombed much of the Bamiyan Val-
ley, reducing the giant fifth-century 
stone Buddhas that once stood 
there to gravel. Many of Ali’s and 
Salloum’s works explore the mar-
ginalization of the valley-dwelling 
Hazara people, who consider them-
selves descendants of the labourers 
that created the Buddhas. 

A dozen paintings, several hun-
dred photographs, five videos and 
notes about the artists’ journey 
and process document the three 
weeks Salloum and Ali spent in 
the valley. The show itself is a work 
in progress, with material being 
added as Salloum and Ali complete 
additional pieces. 

And while there can be no per-
fect translation of bamiyan, adds 
Salloum, the phrase captures a 
particular hope and beauty found 
in the resistance that is still intact 
in the region.

Event Info
Royal Winnipeg Ballet
Where: TCU Place
When: Mar 16th, 7:30 PM
Cost: $30.50+ (tcutickets.ca)

Electric Six
Where: Amigos
When: Mar 17th

Cost: $15 ahead of time (Amigos)

Bamiyan
Where:Kenderdine Art Gallery
When: Now until Mar 18th 

Cost: Free!

Comedy Night
Where: Dakota Dunes Casino
When: Mar 13th, 8PM
Cost: $35 (tickets.siga.sk.ca)

Want some coverage for your upcoming event? Email layout@verbnews.com ASAP!

“We tried to get a sense 
of what life on the ground 
was like [in Bamiyan]…”

-Jayce Salloum

Casino To Host 
Comedic Duo
MEAGAN THOMAS

SASKATOON, SK — Colin Moch-
rie and Brad Sherwood, acclaimed 
stars of Whose Line Is It Anyway?, are 
bringing their distinctive brand of 
unscripted funny to the Dakota 
Dunes March 13th.

Members of the audience can 
expect to get called on stage for 
some hands-on participation in 
the hilarity. 

Using their lightning-quick 
wit, Mochrie and Sherwood will 
work with those watching to cre-
ate a night of side-busting original 
scenes, making the show truly in-
teractive. 

The renowned entertainers are 
in hot demand in theatres all over 
North America, and have been 
performing their two-man show, 
An Evening with Colin Mochrie and 
Brad Sherwood, since 2003. 

Mochrie is a Canadian televi-
sion legend known for his many 
commercial stints, such as his turn 
as the Nabisco Snack Fairy and his 
role as the Detergent Crusader for 
Sunlight Detergent.

The comedian has also appeared 
in numerous episodes of This Hours 
Has 22 Minutes, The Drew Carey Show 
and The Red Green Show.

Sherwood’s TV credits include 
repeated stints on The Drew Carey 
Show and The Green Screen Show, 
and he has over 100 appearances 
in sketches on The Tonight Show 
with Jay Leno.

The doors open at 7PM, with the 
show starting at 8PM.
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