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Taliban Destruction Depicted At Kenderdine

MEAGEN THOMAS

SASKATOON, SK— Bamiyan, an
exhibition showing at the Kend-
erdine Art Gallery from now until
March 18%, is the joint creative en-
deavour of Vancouver-based artist
Jayce Salloum and Afghan-Hazara

artist Khadim Ali.

Bamiyan, which translates
roughly to the heart that has no
love/pain/generosity is not a heart,
depicts what the two artists saw
and documented during their April
2008 sojourn to the Bamiyan Valley
in central Afghanistan.

Royal Winnipeg Ballet

Bamiyan

“We tried to get a sense of what
life on the ground was like there as
opposed to what we hear about:
how people live, survive, how they
view their position, how they view
foreign troops,” says Salloum.

In March 2001 the Taliban

“We tried to get a sense

of what life on the ground

was like [in Bamiyan]...”
-Jayce Salloum

bombed much of the Bamiyan Val-
ley, reducing the giant fifth-century
stone Buddhas that once stood
there to gravel. Many of Ali's and
Salloum’s works explore the mar-
ginalization of the valley-dwelling
Hazara people, who consider them-
selves descendants of the labourers
that created the Buddhas.

A dozen paintings, several hun-
dred photographs, five videos and
notes about the artists’ journey
and process document the three
weeks Salloum and Ali spent in
the valley. The show itself is a work
in progress, with material being
added as Salloum and Ali complete
additional pieces.

And while there can be no per-
fect translation of bamiyan, adds
Salloum, the phrase captures a
particular hope and beauty found
in the resistance that is still intact
in the region.

JANELVE L

—




